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got thinner lately, for want of better food; I think I told you before of their difficulties in that respect It appears that the change of plan about the steamer was quite as great a surprise here as it was to me; they were all counting on having at least three weeks in which to get together the things required for Vailima, when suddenly it was announced that another steamer was to be put on to replace the Lubeck, and that she would sail at 7 A.M. on Saturday. You may imagine the racing and chasing that took place all Thursday and Friday ; one of the party kept a cab for thirteen hours on the second day, and took his meals standing. When I arrived there was a great consultation as to whether Louis should return at once to Samoa, or wait here for the next steamer; I threw all my influence into the * waiting' scale, and succeeded in persuading him to stay, I felt that he would be all the better for a longer rest; and by the time he goes back I hope the new house may be so far advanced as to let him take up his abode in it.
Sydney is a very nice town, thoroughly English in appearance; and this hotel might have come straight from home, it is most comfortable in every way. We are in the best part of the town, close to the Domain (the * Hyde Park' of Sydney) and the Palace, which is the residence of the Governor, Lord Jersey. The Palace gardens are also open to the public, and include a botanical garden, and I think a zoo-